Less of Us, More of Him

I’ve been a worship leader for 10 years and involved in music ministry since I was a very young boy. I have seen God do some miraculous and amazing things. It is for this reason that I need to give testimony and glory to God for the things he has done.

Before I got a position at my current church, God was doing works in my life that showed me that I needed to be ready for a move of God that was going to be “God-sized” in impacting the world for Christ. It has always been my desire to lead people closer to God. But very early on, I posed the question: How am I really supposed to do that? Finally, three churches and a decade later, I think I’ve stumbled onto the answer. 

The intense/quick movement of God in his Church is something I am still getting used to. We know God is here because we see His truth so clearly in the world the world we live in and we see lives that are changing so readily around us. Also, we know the movement of God when He leads us in different directions because we have listened, trusted, and obeyed Him. 

I'm learning that leading worship functions in the exact same way. An example of this is when I am playing and an impulse will enter my mind to move the song in a different direction. Often I would rely on my own experience when being creative in worship, and base my decision whether to follow such impulses upon what I know would make the music sound good. However, I'm learning to listen to the Holy Spirit instead. So, when I have a musical impulse, I’ll check with Him to see if that is what He wants me to do. I have come to learn that the Holy Spirit and I don’t always agree! 

The first time I followed the Holy Spirit's promptings, I have to tell you I was utterly shocked by both what the Holy Spirit asked of me and also by the response from the congregation. I thought I was going to make a song bigger and better by playing different chords, bigger chords, while simultaneously inviting the rest of the Worship Team to build the song up with me. But in an instant, the message I got from the Holy Spirit was to go the opposite direction! Instead of building the chord structure, I was to take it apart and quickly go down to only one or two notes--all in less than two measures. The music was already sounding pretty big but I knew we could have made it even more majestic. So, shutting it down would be like running into a brick wall. Immediately I thought, “Oh my gosh, that’s not going to work.” And panic set in because, in my experience with the song we were playing, I knew that everything could fall apart in an instant if I went down to only a couple notes on the keyboard. To say I had a little reluctance to obey the Holy Spirit would be an understatement. All these thoughts happened in less than a second. But I didn’t have anytime to argue with God (nor did I want to because we all know where that gets us). So I defaulted to saying, “Okay, I’ll do it.” But it wasn’t the kind of “Okay” that you give when you’re talking to a person and answering their question. It was more like the not very trusting, not very sure of yourself, kind of okay, sounding like, “OOOh Kaaaaaayy, I’ll do it, but if you make me do this, I’m not going to be held responsible for what’s going to happen next and if anyone says anything about it, then I’ll have to blame it on you because I know what I’m doing and you are pretty much just flat out wrong!” 

After following the direction that God wanted me to go in that song, the reaction from the congregation was incredible. They were led to truly worship! Again, my thoughts and flesh betrayed me and I was shocked, stupefied, and surprised and as I was worshiping I said to myself, “What!?! No way! NO WAY!! There’s NO WAY that should’ve worked!” Yet, it was abundantly clear that only by following the Spirit's promptings could I have been used to draw people closer to God in true worship. 

Since then I have been hungry for that to happen again during every worship time. I am now always trying to listen to what the Spirit would have me do. That desire has spilled into my life as well. Now with my family, kids, friends, and even at the grocery store the Holy Spirit will lead me to talk differently to a person, and somehow by a few kind words, totally make that person's day. I’ve also seen and heard testimony from other people who are listening the same way to the Holy Spirit, making life changes according to God's plan, and their lives are becoming better in the process. Even our resident guitar player mentioned to me that he was trying to listen to what God would have Him do while he is playing his guitar so that he can actually play it differently. Imagine if everyone in your Church, in your area, in this world were to be touched and rooted in the idea that we should listen and follow the direction of the Holy Spirit. What would that look like?
I want to encourage you because this can be a huge movement of God in your Church and in your life. Learning about the Holy Spirit is a process and it’s a process that is starting to take shape in my life. In turn, it affects how I lead worship and it’s really at the core of what the Christian life is all about – less of us and more of Him. 

